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CORR Re Faletti DI rien — 1h 

Acting Manager. Signor Bennedetti. ii 
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Stage Manager, Mr. F, Coemane. 14 JA 
Chorus Master, Mr. Hensler. 


Prompter, 


Signor Pozzesi. 


BENEFIT OF 
SIGNORA Va 
TRUFFI_BEN 


FIRST APPEARANCE | OF 


MISS VIRGINIA VEITINE 


The Corni Young Angicia Prima Donna, 


This (Monday) Evening , «April 21, 1851: 


will be produced si; Grand Opera of 


Selwyn's Theatre 


MANAGER Mz. J. H. SELWYN 


e _T———_—_—« = n 


MAX MARETZERK’S 
Grand Italian Opera 


For a short Season of TWO WEEKS. 
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Farewell Performance of Mme. PAREPA ROSA 


Friday Evening, Dec. 


Only representation of 


.. MME. PAREPA ROSA 
. MME, TESTA 


Conductor............. 1:11.00 0e0ieeo 00» Sig. Torriani 
Doors open at 7 Performance commences at 7.30 
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© STAGE MANAGER, —- Mr. COEMANS. 
sis CHORUS MASTER, - Mr. HENSLER. 
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Miss Sills as Norma 


By Louis Snyder 


Beverly Sills is one of the ranking prima 
donnas of our time, and Bellini's “Norma” is 
a role that has challenged her predecessors 
for the past 140 years. The two joined forces 
for the first time anywhere on the stage of 
the Aquarius (former Orpheum) Theater in 
weekend performances, Friday and Sunday 
evenings, by the Opera Company of Boston 
with extraordinary, if hardly unanticipated, 
f results. 

i Norma embodies enough technical and in- 
| terpretative obstacles to give pause to the 
| most gifted singers, and between the lines 
of operatic history there are legends of many 
great ladies who were sufficiently wise to 
sidestep it entirely. But not Miss Sills, 
fortunately. 

For from her first coming onstage to utter 
the challenging declamatory passages which 
lead to that incredible early evening test, 

‘“Casta diva,” Miss Sills was in strong com- 

mand of her voice and of the character of 
the Prog priestess whose high passion and 
stor my betrayal often seem at best aca- 


| 
î| 
j 


demie. Again, not to Miss Sills. Every word 

| and every phrase was invested with mean- 

ing, Which flowed as the Bellinian musical 

line flows, seamlessly yet with powerful 
emotional impact. 

And as the opera progressed, in the cha- 
meleon moods of affection and hate for her 
rival Adalgisa, for her children, and for 
their faithless father, Miss Sills’s Norma 
made dramatic and. musical sense. Even 
the showy, highly embellished passages of 
“Sì, cadrà,’ which follows ‘Casta diva” and 
takes Norma back to the mood of her early 
' love, transcended coloratura showmanship 

and became part of an enigmatic character 
already revealed to us as warlike, dedicated, 
and magnetic, with more to come. 

The capacity house could hardly have ex- 
pected such a degree of fulfillment in a first 
Norma, and responded with increasing 
sound and fervor. What, one wonders, will 
Miss Sills’s 50th Norma evoke? 


Also present 


As the Roman antihero, Pollione, John 
Alexander brought presence and experience 
in the role to Sarah Caldwell’s attentively 
theatrical staging of the plot. The Roman 
Proconsul is one of opera’s notorious cads, 
but Mr. Alexander’s sterling performance 
of his.opening aria did much to win sym- 
pathy for him, and increased admiration for 
a tenor of familiar attainments. Another 


‘ company stalwart, Donald Gramm, made 


Oroveso the Archdruid human and com- 
pelling, while Eunice Alberts as Clotilde, 
and George Livings as Flavio handled 
smaller roles well. 


Poor Adalgisa, who when she is onstage 
works almost as hard as Norma, and is 
given equally persuasive music to sing, was 
portrayed by Beverly Wolff of velvety mez- 
Zze”voice and appealing, girlisn mien, How- 
ever, the plot if not the composer puts her 
in Norma’s shadow, and it demands both 
dramatic and vocal strength to survive. 
Miss Wolff survived, quite often very 
creditably as in her one solo aria in the 
first act. But as the opera progressed, she 
seemed heavily taxed—was it the slow-fast 
tempi of Miss Caldwell who also conducted? 
—and on Friday at least was forced to 
sacrifice notes in the upper register which 
would normally be within her range. 


Miss Caldwell, faced with spinning gold 
from a straw plot, was her usual inventive 
self, even to the extent of exhuming a 
‘freedom’ aria (for the eloquent Mr. 
Gramm as Oroveso to sing) composed by 
young Richard Wagner when he conducted 
“Norma” in Riga. It's terrible. But the 
Helen Pond-Herbert Senn sets triumphed 
over a shallow stage, the chorus performed 
nobly, and when it was good, the orchestra 
was quite passable. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


BOSTON THEATRE. 
ESSEE ..... 


LAST, NIGLT. O0F THE 
ITALIAN OPERA. 


\ so 
© Last Appearance of 
" i SIGNORA CAROZZI-ZUCCHI 


THIS (Puesday) EVENING, Januars 31, 
when will be produced Bellini's Grand Opera, 
NORMA, NORMA, 


with a cast never be‘ore equaled, including 
CAROZZI-ZUCCHI, 


Henry C. JARRETT, 


DIKECTOB.:1.c0crderr0rss ceceno MAX MARETZEK. 


and SIGNOR MASSIMILIANI, 


Doors open at 7; to commence at 8; to conclude at 10%. 


MORENSI, 
MASSIMILIANI, re 
L x È. SUSINI. ta 
GONDUOTOR...:...-+- ces di RIE da MAX MARETZEK , 


AT THE DRUID PARTY—Attending the Boston Opera 
Company’s Druid party were Mrs. E. M. Loew and 
William Morris Hunt, both of Milton (left photo). 


MARJORIE SHERMAN 
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Singer Beverly Sills listens as Adriana Anca performs 
on the harp at the party in the Parker House Saturday 


night. 


(Bob Dean photos) 
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Druid party caps Hub's opera ‘Norma’ 


The Druid epilogue to 
Beverly Sills’s long, rare 
performance in  Bellini’s 


“Norma” Friday night was 
a party at the Parker House 
that was as fantastic as 
anything the pre-Christian 
Celts could have thought 
up. 

Live oak trees (Druid 
meant ‘“oak-wise,’ and 
feasting and ceremonies 
circled the cak) were 
a green bower for the most 
succulent feasting Boston 
had done in many a year. 
Pheasant and quail, wi.d 
duck, rabbit Hasen Pfeffer, 
roast pig, braised boar 
meat, and sea fare from 
salt herring to caviar were 
garlanded with fruits and 
flowers and ice sculptures 
held mead from England 
and champagne from 
France, 


Taken straight out of the 


history of the Druid poets 
and musicians, the menu 
made Escoffier look like a 
second rate eater. 


It was midnight before 
the Sarah Caldwell Boston 
Opera constituents got over 
from the Aquarius Theatre, 
but nobody turned home- 
ward until well after one, 
even golden girl Beverly 
who'’d had quite a week 
and is off to London today. 
One of the best friends the 
Poston Opera ever had, 
Deverly is still nostalgic for 
New England, and not even 
her success at La Scala can 
tempt her from the idea of 
coming back here to live 
someday. 


“I could never live for- 
ever in New York,” the 
top-rated singer of two 
continents told Laszlo 
Bonis, Boston Opera presi- 


dent, and his decorative 
Eva as the party surged on 
around them. 


She had warm words of 
praise for 10-year-old 
Jeannie Haffenreffer, who 
did her first real opera Fri- 
day. Jeannie’s parents, the 
Frederick Haffenreffers, 
earned praise themselves 
for just about every role 
short of the stage since this 
Boston Opera venture 
began. 


“So have faithfuls such 
as Mrs, James Munroe, the 
Thomas Franks, the David 
Skinners, the Bert Steirs, 
Mel and Janet Field, E. M. 
Loew and his Sonia, and 
the William Morris Hunts. 


Continuing a conversa 
tion where they left off a® 
the Morning Musicales ear- 
lier this year were Mrs, Al- 
fred Willmann and singer 


Donald Gramm of the 
opera cast, and Beverly's 
young daughter Muffie sat 
with Dr. and Mrs. William 
Appleton’s Jane. Mathilde 
Bird was with Matin Slo- 
bodkin, and Georgia Welles 
came with Charles Mon- 
gan. 


Also present were Mrs. 
Gilbert Peakes, who did 
such a talked-about room 
for the Junior League's 
“Show House,” the Dean 
Edmunds’, the John Lat- 
shaws, Nancy and Bill 
Stone, Mrs. Constantine 
Pertzoff, the Charles Narins 
talking Rome with opera’s 
Beverly Wolff, who flew 
over from Italy especially 
to play Adalgisa and scores 
more. 


BOSTONYTHEATRE 


E. BOOTH and JJ, S. CEZIONEE 
J. B. BOOTH..... . 


FAREWVELL PERFORMANCE 


OF THE 


PAREPA-BRICNOLI 


Grand Italian Opera 


Musical Direet 108... Signor Nicolao ni Cal] Ro 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON, pel 6th, 1867, 


Bellini’s celebrated Opera of 


NORMA! 


IMA TRORE SERRA TAR: o I IO tati Norma 
M°’me Patti Strakosch, as..... Adalgisa 
Sig. Brignoli, as Polione 


Sig. Susini, as Oroveso 


THIS EVENING, 


Benefit of W. P. Prescott 


IMACHINIST, 


The following artists have kindly volunteered: Mr. J, S. MAFFITT, Mr. W. H. 
BARTHOLOMEW, Mr. J. H. BUDWORTH, and the talented children, Misses JEN- 
NIE PRESCOTT and JESSIE ROGERS. The great London Sensational Drama, 
“MONEY AND MISERY, or, High and Low Crime ; ' «*PERSECUTED DUTCH 
MAN,” in which J. H. BUDWORTH will appear ; concluding with a Laughable Im 
terlude, in wbich Messrs. MAFFITT and BARTHOLOMEW will appear. 


The Pianofortes used are from the celebrated manufactory of Chickering & Sons 
The Cabinet Organs used are from the celebrated manufactory of Mason & Hamlin, 
Boston— Warerooms in Boston, 154 Tremont Street ; in New York.596 Broadway. 


0EE-The only correct and authentic edition of the Opera Libretto may be had at 
the theatre. 
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FREE LIST POSITIVELY & SUSPENDED. 


Doors open at 2................ ..Performance to commence at 2 1. -2.0% o) relock, P.N 


e BMDVWIN BOOT 


Will commence an engagement April 8th. 


OPERA PRICES oF ADMISSION: 


Fò SÙ Parquette Circle 

Seats Secured in advance, extra, 50 Cents. 
Balcony Secured Seats, extra 
Family Circle 


F. A. Searle, Printer. 


Di r È 
Beverly Sills Dares 
‘the Lead in ‘Norma’ 


de ilr3_197) 


By RAYMOND ERICSON 
Special to The New York Times 


| ——BOSTON, Tune I2Z—"A lot 


of vultures are going to come 
to hear you sing,” Sarah 
Caldwell told Beverly Sills 
during the Opera Company 
of Boston’s rehearsals of 
“Norma.” 

Miss Caldwell, who was 
directing and conducting the 
Bellini opera, spoke at least 
a half truth. The soprano’s 
decision to tackle one of the 
great and most demanding 
‘roles in opera had aroused a 
.good deal of curiosity, and 
there was a large contingent 
of. New Yorkers at the 
Aquarius Theater here last 
night to witness her first 
performance of it. 

Miss Sills, who has tried 
out roles with the Boston 
company before because she 
has enormous admiration for 
Miss Caldwell, also enjoys an 
enormous Boston following. 

+ The theater was sold out. 
C) 


In recent tradition, Norma 
has become a heavily dra- 
matie role, and Miss Sills 
was bringing to it a much 
lighter voice than usual. It 
was this that had aroused so 
much speculation, even doubt, 
on the part of friends and 
admirers. Put it this way: 
Could Helen Hayes play 
Medea? 

Asked why she wanted to 
do Norma, the soprano said: 

“Why not? When I was 
young and studying with 
Estelle Liebling, I said I 
wanted .to sing Norma. She 
said ‘wait till you're 40. 
Well, IÎm 42. The range is in 
my voice. I know people find 
it hard to imagine a light 
voice in the part. Yet it 
shouldn’t be pigeon-holed. 
After all, Jenny Lind used to 
sing it. Norma is a matter of 
temperament and depends a 
lot on.how it's acted. I'm fas- 
cinated by the part. Norma is 
one hell of a dame.” 

The last day of rehearsal, 
she said that she had found 
Norma easier to sing than 
Queen Elizabeth in “Roberto 
Devereaux,” one of her great 
successes with the New York 
‘City Opera. “The most diffi- 
cult part,” she said, “is its 
length. We're doing the opera 
in its original two acts, each 
‘lasting an hour and a half. 
It's killing my feet. With the 
stamina needed, for once I 
don’t feel too fat.” 

e 


Miss Sills may not have a 
Nòrma voice, in today’s 
terms, but she is the most 
interesting portrayer of the 
role this writer has seen. By 
acting and vocal inflection, 
she created a complex charac- 
ter. She was the noble priest- 
ess and the woman so pas- 
sionately in love that she 
becomes vengeful, forgiving 
and sacrificial. 

For a first performance, it 
was securely sung. The so- 
‘prano made up in intensity of 
tone what it lacked in power 
and sénsuousness, and she 
kept this intensity going 
with extraordinary  stéadi- 
ness. She avoided falling back 
on the soft, pretty voice 

| that is one of her great as- 


aria, 


e Opera. 


Mi 
da 


taken very slowly, was most 
beautifully sung. The scenes 
with her children were very 
affecting, and the final con- 
fession and sacrifice were 
genuinely pathetic. There 
were fast passages needing 
more sustained vocal bril- 
liance to give the role its 
final grandeur, but the voice 
may grow into this with fur- 
their performances (already 
scheduled). On the whole, 
Miss Sills triumphantly vindi- 
cated her daring. 

The performance was also 
a tribute to Miss Caldwell’s 
excéptional talents as a direc- 
tor. “Norma” takes place 
during the Roman occupation 
the theme of the Druids’ re- 
bellion. She had the chorus 
skulking about like guerril- 
las, digging out hidden caches 
of arms and putting together 
what looketd like a catapult 
stolen from the Romans. 


Working a high, shallow 
stage (the Aquarius is the 
house), she had gotten from 
her designers, Helen Pond 
and Herbert Senn, a hand- 
some basic set of stone and 


( 


bamboo-like trees (more Ang- 
kor Wat than druidic). 

Her directon of the princi- 
pals was occasionally almost 
too detailed and naturalistic. 
Norma'’s discovery that Pol- 
lione loves Afdalgisa looked 
like soap opera — suburban 
husband caught between wife 
and mistress, the wife's best 
friend. Everyone suffered ter- 
ribly while singing bland or 
jaunty music, some of it on 
waltz tempo. 


As conductor, Miss -Cald- 
well gave a very fine read- 
ing of the score. She 
pointed up its greatness by 


taking care to make its wide | 


range of emotional points, 
at the risk of making a long 
opera longer. There were ex- 
cellent performances from 
the leading singers besides 
Miss Sills. Beverly Wolff 
sang quite brilliantly as Ad- 
algisa except when she 
forced her high notes and 
consequently lost them. 
John Alexander’s Pollione 
was firmly sung yet had an 
unusual amount of nuance. 


Donald Gramm made a rather 


The New York Times/lvan Massey 
Beverly Sills as Norma and John Alexander as Pollione in a scene from the second act 


paternal and kindly Oroveso 
but sang most sensitively. 
Miss Caldwell had resur- 
rected an extra aria for Mr. 
Gramm—an insert written 


by Wagner for a perform. | 


ance of “Norma” in Riga. 
In praise of liberty, it is 


quite martial. Stylistically 
more. like Meyerbeer than 
Bellini, it  sounded both 


funny and rousing. 
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By Ellen Picn, Globe Staff 


/6/71 


It was devil not the ideal moment to iau view 


Beverly Sills. It was 5 p.m.; she had just finished meeting 
with members of the New York chamber orchestra; she 
was preparing to leave for London the next day; her 
dressmaker was half an hour late for a fitting (“Im hav- 
ing a fit is what I'm really having”); the kitchen of her 
Central Park West apartment was being remodeled; the 
fvont elevator didn’t work, compelling visitors to enter 
through the back door; and her daughter Muffy had been 
complaining that a new pair of bell-bottoms was no long- 
er neatly creased, 


To make things worse, the opera super-star had 
+ really had no choice iù the scheduling of the interview. 


“The Druids have a strong underground resistance 
movement—perhaps a whole arsenal of hidden weapons. 
act, for instance, she tells Clothilde, hèr confidante, that 
she alternately loathes and loves her children. She must 


children by him, I find her a little schizoid. In the first 
have been quite a handful as a wife.” 


And Norma has been consorting with the enemy, the chief 
of the Roman, legions, and even managed to have two 


role of ‘Norma?’ 


* SILLS  Continued from Page A-25 


Sills ‘to try out? 


| 


‘Norma’ tough? Not for Beverly Sills. 


She had been informed at 3 that “this Pfeifer woman was, 
already on the plane,” 


Nevertheless, she was in remarkably good humor as 
we shook hands in the kitchen. She was wearing a simple 
maroon dress and the familiar Betty Boop curls. Taking 
in my rather untidy slacks (there hadn’t been time to 
change), she resumed the conversation which my arrival 
had interrupted. “You see, Muffy,” she said on the way 
into the living room. “Her bell bottoms don't have a 
crease eithet.” 

Motioning, me to an enormous, down-stuffed (it 


seemed) couch» and introducing me to husband Peter 


Greenough, her mother and daughter, she got down to 
business. b 
“What are we supposed to talk about?” With knees 


I 


NS 


“It's difficult to know how to play her. With Eliza- 


Leaving her husband to mollify Muffy, she returned 
beth (Queen Elizabeth I in Donizetti’s “Roberto Dever- 


“You've come right in the middle of a family crisis,” 
to the subject of Norma. “You know, everytime I see pic- 


About this point, the dressmaker arrived with a stun- 
Miss Sills commented. 


ning tie-dyed concert gown that Miss Sills will wear in a 
summer concert, and it was held ‘up for everyone’s ap- 


proval. The dress obviously reminded Muffy that she was 
not being included in the next day’s trip to London and 


she was definitely not pleased. An argument began. 
included all these in my repertory of possible gestures. 


rapped her fingers or a fan against the arm of a chair. I 
With Norma, it's harder.” 


tures of singers as Norma, they are always posed with 
arms crossed and very haughty. I just can't figure that 
isms, I read books about the queen and learned that she 
often paced with hands behind her back and that she 


out. I don't ever expect to use that gesture. 
eux”), I could study facts about appearance and manner- 


Besides her two Boston performances, Miss Sills will 
sing “Norma” in Connecticut, New Jersey, and at the 


and chin in close proximity, I mentioned that the P.R. 
people had suggested “the horrors of the role of ‘Norma’ ” 
which Miss Sills will sing for the first time Fridày and 
Sunday with the Opera Company of Boston. 

“Oh, there aren't any,” she said, casually dismissing 
the accepted legend that the Druid priestess is one of the 
most challenging roles in the soprano repertory. “It’s 
probably the longest role ever written, but vocally it's not 
difficult. It's ideally written for the voice and there are no 
pitfalls. The only problem is getting to the root of the 
drama. 

. “Norma has a great hold over the Druids. She could 
whip them into a frenzy. He ‘Casta Diva’ isn't just a 
prayer, but an incantation, 


SILLS; Page A-27 


Statsopert in Berlin. “But I have to try her out, see if I 


like her before I accept 20 engagements. 
“I don't want the same thing to happen that happened 


with “Lucia” this year. I ended up singing 43 perform- 


ances. That's really out of the question.” 
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Boston Opera performs 
Bellini work June 11, 15 


Lyric ‘Norma’ 
rarely staged 


By Michael Steinberg, Globe Staff 


“Norma,” which The Opera Company of Boston will 
give on June 11 and 13, is Bellini'/s most famous opera, but 
performances are rare. The Metropolitan has done it 
.fewer than 50 times, once with a gap of 38 seasons, and 
with only seven Normas (Lilli, Lehmann, Ponselle, Cig- 
na, Milanov, Callas, Sutherland). Boston got it first in 
1854 at The Boston Theater on Washington Street, with 
Giulia Grisi, the Adalgisa of the 1831 Milan premiere, in 
the title role. Then there seems to be nothing until 1890, 
when the Damrosch Company gave it in German, and 
after that the record is about as spotty: a 1929 perform 
ance in Arlington by the Cosmopolitan Opera Company, 
one in 1944 by the Salmaggi Popular Price Grand Opera, 
and two from the visiting Met, with Milanov and Touvrel 
in 1945, and last year with Sutherland and Horne, 


It is an opera with a strong and simple story (see fol- 
lowing synopsis). The '‘priestess who breaks her ows is a 
stage figure full of pathos and one that fascinated early 
19th century audiences: her most famous operatic incar- 
nation before “Norma” is in Spontini’s splendid “La Ves- 
tale” of 1807. In April 1831, just a month after the suc- 
cessful premiere of his “La Sonnambula,” when Bellini 

} 3 was looking around for new material, there opened in 

DRUID TEMPLE designed by Helen Pond and Herbert Senn serves as set for the Opera Company of Boston’s production of “Norma? ‘starring Beverly Sills. Paris a new play called “Norma” by Alexandre Soumet. 

2 È Soumet was a popular writer as well as a prolific one, and 
“Norma” was a hit. It attracted Bellini's attention, and he 
at once picked a cast of singers and commissioned a li- 
bretto from Felice Romani, the most famous and also the 
most elegant and sensitive librettist working in Italian at 
that time. 


Bellini himself, from Catania in Sicily — but he was 
a blond, blue-eyed Sicilian — turned 30 while he was 
composing “Norma.” He had composed seven operas, of 
which “Bianca a Gernando,” I Capuletti ed i Montecchi” 
(after “Romeo and Juliet”), but particularly “Il Pirata” 
and “La Sonnambula” had ‘huge success. He composed 


“Norma” in three months, but if that sounds fast, you 
might consider that Bellini composed ten operas during 
his short career of ten years (he died at 34), while Rossin= 
i's average output for a ten-year period was 18% operas 
and Donizetti’s 25. 


“Norma” is gne of those works that failed at first. 
“Fiasco, fiasco, solemn fiasco!” was Bellini's report to a 
friend: “I could no longer recognize these dear Milanese, 
who, with joy on their faces and exultation in their 


Boston Sunday Globe 


June 6, 1971 
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Bellini’s lyricism, seriousness 
made his ‘Norma’ great 


*X NORMA Continued from Page A-25 


hearts, had enthusiastically welcomed 
Straniera," and ‘La Sonnambula; 


‘Il Pirata, ‘La 
yet I believe that in 


‘Norma’ I presented them with a wrthy sister.” 


It seems to have been the 


performance. Giuditta 


Pasta, the Norma, an exciting actress, superb musician, 
but vocally reckless and technically insecure, had 
been scared throughout the month of rehearsals, and most 
of all by the Priestess’s invocation to the moon, “Casta 
Diva.” Bellini, who was completely devoted to this great 
though problematic artist — the leading role in the first 


“Sonnambula” 


had been hers — rewrote “Casta diva” 


eight times for her, and even then it took all his psycho- 
logical skill to persuade her to sing it. But tired as she 
Was, and frightened, she panicked and sang nearly a 
quarter-tone flat through the long opening recitative and 
the aria itself. The tenor was in poor voice, too, pushing, 
and singing flat. The performances soon got better, and as 
they did, “Norma” progressed from failure to acceptance 


to triumph. 


z “Norma” was a worthy sister, but also one different 
enough to have been a surprise to the Milanese audience, 
For that reason, too, it was a work that needed all the 
help it could get in performance. Bellini’s special gift had 
been what the English critic, Geoffrey Toye, has called 
“lyricism in excelsis,” and “La Sonnambula,” “Norma’s” 


| immediate predecessor, par 


ty with a touching simpli 


“Norma,” the subject itself, 
the awesome Spontini mode 


to expand his expressive 
new. 


Norma,” and, in a more 


ticluarly embodies that quali- 
city and gentleness, Now,. in 
and no doubt o somce extent 
1 and Bellini's own ambition 
Tange, demanded something 


The “Iyricism in excelsis” is still there, in its simplest 
form in the second duet for Norma and Adalgisa; “Mira, 0 


highly decorated manner, in, 


“Casta diva.” It is no accident either that those two re- 
main the most popular and certainly the most “excerpta- 
ble” numbers in the opera, But for what was new in 
“Norma,” and something that is enough to set “Norma” 
apart from everything else in that bel canto repertory 
that is now enjoying some revival in the theater, on rec- 
ords, and in concert, you want to hear what comes before 
“Casta diva” and “Mira, o Norma.” 


Before the aria, you have 
Norma’s recitative (with 
choral punctuations), 
“Sediziose voci,” in which 
she speaks against precipi- 
tate anti-Roman rebellion. 
It is not just a perfunctory 
recitative, designed to 
cover a lot of text quickly 
and to move the story for- 
ward with low-density 

| music; rather, it is really 
composed (within the con- 
fines, to be sure, of Belli- 


.ni’s limited harmonic vo-. 


‘cabulary). There is real 
‘appreciation of the dra- 
| matic possibilities of such a 
| recitative, and in a way 
| “Sediziose voci” reaches 
\ back to some of Mozart and 
À AP and Spontini, and 
| then forward to the Berlioz 
of ‘Les Troyens” Togeth- 


er, the fire and grandeur of 
the recitative and the rapt 
mysticism of the hymn that 
follows it, most marvel- 
lously put Norma on the 
stage for us. 

But what precedes 
“Mira, o Norma” is much 


. richer and perhaps ex- 


cepting the ‘ miraculously 
sustained finale from the 
discovery of Pollione in the 
temple to the last curtain, 
it is the high point of Belli- 
ni’s dramatic and musical 
fantasy in “Norma.” It is 
the ‘scene in which Norma 
triesìto but cannot kill her 
childten, her thought of 
suicide, and her asking Ad- 
i 0 take the children 
atry Pollione. The 

violin \me)ody in the intro- 
duction ater Norma’s 
“Teneri, tereri figli”) isa 


supreme example of Belli- 
nian lyricism, but one that 
tears at you like Violetta’s 
“Amami, Alfredo” in “Tra- 
viata,” though here, too, 
the marvel is in the power 
that casts the whole scene 
as one great arch. 

Bellini's text declama- 
tion is vivid and full of 
character, and over and 
again thfeughout “Norma” 
he finds ways of combining 
his new, more acute feeling 
for words with his lyric in- 
vention so that he writes — 
in the scene where Adalgi- 
sa confesses her love to 
Norma, in the exchange 
that follows Pollione’s en- 
trance into that scene, in 
Norma's dialogue with Pol- 
lione (“In mia:man, alfin 
tu sei”), in the ecstatic and 
agonized last pages, — 
music in which a powerful 
and free articulation of 
words is set across a com- 
plete,, .self-sufficient lyric 
sequenee, 

Wagner said it well when 


- hisfemale 


he wrote: “People believe 
that I hate all the Italian 
school and especially Belli- 
ni. No, no, a thousand times 
no. Bellini is one of my 
predileetions because his 
music is strongly felt and 
so intimately bound up 
with the words.” Consider- 
ing how uncomplicated the 
means (to put it mildly in- 
deed), Bellini’s orchestral- 
writing and harmony tell 
astoundingly. Though he 
has no metrical sophistica- 
tion, his feeling for words, 
especially for Romani’s 
fine verses in “Norma,” 
gives him great rhythmic 
sense in a broader sense, 
The gift in excelsis of lyri- 
cism, his seriousness as an 
artist, his sensibility toward 
characters — 
someone nicely made the 
distinction between Rossi- 
ni, who made love, and 
Bellini, who loved —- made 
“Norma” one of the great 
operas. 


